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PEACE AND ORDER 


SOCIETY, &c. 


JEREMIAH xxIX. 7. 


And ſeek the peace of the city whither I have 
cauſed you to be carried away captives, and 
pray unto the Lord for it; ; for i in the fron 
thereof” og ye have Peace. 


Paxrt of the people of Judah were yet 
in their native country, and part in the pro- 
vince of Babylon. Falſe prophets aroſe a- 
mong them, both at home and abroad. At 
home, the emblematical yoke, which the 
Lord commanded Jeremiah to Pat upon his 

neck, 
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neck, was preſumptuouſly broken by Ha- 
naniah, who, in the ſpirit of falſehood, 
_ affirmed, that, within two years, the cap- 


tives would be releaſed. - Abroad, Ahab and 
Zedekiah raiſed falſe hopes among the cap- 
tives, and, by their lying divinations, pro- 
voked the court of Babylon to ſuch a de- 
gree, that they were ſeized, and, by order 
of Nebuchadnezzar, roaſted alive. 


Againſt the falſe prophets at home, Jere- 


miah ſtood like an iron pillar, and a brazen 
wall; and, i in a letter to the. captives, warn · 


ed them againſt the lying divinations of the 


deceivers abroad. The paſſage of his letter, 
which is our text, enjoins them to ſeck the 
peace and welfare of. the city and province 
_ where they were captives, and to pray un- 


to the Lord for it, aſſuring them that in its 


peace they ſhould enjoy peace. 5 This paſ- : 


ſage, though its primary relation is to the 


duty and intereſts of the captives in Baby- 


lon, offers to our conſideration, who are 
free 


— 
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free men in Britain, a theme of inſtruction, 
to which it is our duty and intereſt to give 
heed. It is the will of God that we ſhould. 
| live peaceably and orderly in countries where 
we ſojourn and receive protection. In il 
luſtrating this theme, I will deſcribe the du- 
ty, which is living peaceably and orderly ; 
| ſhew it to be the will of God; mention 
ſome of its advantages; and add an exhor- 
tation in ſeveral particulars. 


According to this plan, the duty which 
is living peaceably and orderly is to be de- 
ſcribed. Seeking peace, praying unto the 
Lord for peace, and ſeparating ourſelves 
from haters and' diſturbers of peace, are 
x parts of the duty which may be illuſtrated 
diſtinctly. It is our duty, to ſeek the peace 
and welfare of the country in which we 
are fed and protected. To ſeek peace, is 
to lead a quiet and godly. life in the ſeveral | 
places where our habitations are ſettled. In 
order to provoke ourſelves and one ano- 
ther 
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ther to WY bar: us conſider that the admi- 


5 niſtration of grace is the diſpenſation of 


peace; that the Father of glory, whom we 
call our God, is the God of peace; that Je- 

ſus Chriſt, whom we believe to be our Sa- 
viour, is the Prince of peace ; that the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom we acknowledge to be our 
Comforter, is the ſpirit of peace; that-the 


new covenant, which we hold to be our 
charter, is an eſtabliſhment of peace; that 


the benefits of it, which are our heritage, 
are principles of peace ;. that the goſpel 
which exhibits theſe benefits is a meſſage 
of peace; and that, according to the mini- 
ſtry of reconciliation, one great object of 
redemption by the blood of Chriſt, is to 
ſlay enmity, extinguiſh ſtrife, and unite 
nations in bonds of truth, and love, and 
peace, and friendſhip.— Theſe are high and 
ſpiritual conſiderations, and will, we hope, 


operate ſtrongly on well- diſpoſed minds. 


Another 


11 


Another part of the duty, is prayer for 
peace. The welfare of the country where 
XZ we live is a bleſſing which the God of the 
1 | whole earth promiſes and beſtows. To 
him prayer for it, in the name of Chriſt, 
ought to be addreſſed. It is one of theſe 
good things concerning which he ſays, I 
will be inquired of to do it for you. And 
Y I would have you to obſerve, particular- 
4 | ly, that behaviour ſhould always correſpond = 
do prayer. In praying for the peace of the 
I | country, we bind ourſelves to ſeek and 
preſerve it, ſo far as it depends on our per- 
ſonal behaviour. To pray for it with evil 
NF devices in our hearts, or with ſeditious 
ſpeeches on our tongues, or treaſonable do- 
ings among our | hands, would be a mock- 
ing of the God of truth, and peace, and 
love, before whoſe throne we offer up our 
deſires. A res 
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Further, ſeparating ourſelves from haters 
and diſturbers of peace, is an Important 
5 part 


Part of 0 fame duty. It was a cauſe of 
e princely and loyal ſpirit of Da- 


grief to 
vid, that his evil-diſpoſed countrymen com- 
pelled him to dwell among haters of peace. 
To this kind of grief good men may be 
frequently ſubjected; but they ought ne- 
ver to aſſociate themſelves with factious 
and turbulent perſons; nor give the ſano- 


tion. of their preſence to the forming and 


planning of devices againſt the tranquility 
'of the public. * O my ſoul, come not thou 
© into their ſecret; into their aſſembly, mine 
© honour, be not thou united! ' Where- 
© fore, beloved, keep yourſelves at a diſ- 
© tance from the tents of riot and ſedition, 
and, as much as in you lieth, live peace- 


© ably with all men.” Give none pccafion 


to the world, who obſerve you, to call you 
an ill-humoured and il-principled ſectary, 
diſaffected to the welfare and proſperity of 
that country in which you are fed and pro- 
tected. 1 * 
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In order that the duty which has been 
deſcribed may affect conſcience, I will ſhew 
it to be the will of God. When an apoſ- 
tle is enjoining ſubjection and obedience 
to rulers, he ſays, So 7 is the will of God. 
And that a peaceable and orderly life is his 
will, appears—from his working. The 
* which we enjoy in our country 18 
the work of the God of peace, or a blefling 
that he creates and beſtows. By, his kind 
and efficient providence we are turned into 
peace, and peace is created and preſerved 
in our borders, From his work we juſtly 
infer his will. | After the counſel of his will 
the God of peace worketh all things. Since 
peace accords with the counſel of his ſecret, 
and the dictates of his revealed will, haters 
and troublers of it, ſetting themſelves in 
oppoſition to him, ought to conſider who 
ever did ſo and proſpered !—From his pro- 
miſes. The promiſes of peace are nume- 
rous. Repetitions of theſe gracious aſſu- 


rances are condeſcenſions to our infirmities, 
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and helps to our faith and joy in the pro- 
miſes. My people, faith he, ſhall dwell in 
peaceable habitations, and in ſure dwell- 


ings, and in quiet reſting places, when it 


| ſhall be hail coming down upon the foreſt, 
4] As we have heard from the words of his 


mouth, ſo have we ſeen i in the diſpenſations 
of his hand, While war, like a ſtorm of 


hail, mingled with blood, and fire, and va- 
pours of ſmoke, is overthrowing the dwell- 
ings of ſome, and riot, like the ſhock of 
an earthquake, is filling the habitations of 
others with tumult and confuſion, the good 
neſs of God, under the mild and equitable 
reign of a kind Sovereign, is keeping ours 
ſafe and quiet reſting places. From his 


precepts. Peace and order in ſociety, to 


which Chriſtians are led by principle and 
inclination, God makes their duty, and 
binds them to it by precepts. Depart from 
evil and do good, ſeek peace and purſue it. 

| Follow peace with all men, and holineſs, 
without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, f 
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are divine precepts that ſhould be reſpected 
and obſerved by all who love and fear his 
name. Should any, profeſſing to love and | 
fear the great and dreadful name of the 
Lord our God, aſſemble themſelves with 


| Achans and troublers of ſociety, they would 


violate his precepts, cauſe their profeſſion to 
be ſuſpected of evil tendencies; and endan- 
ger the ſafety of their own heads. Curſe 
not the King, no not in thy thought, and 

- curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber ; 
for a bird of the air ſhall carry the voice, 
and that which hath wings ſhall tell the 
© maiter . — From his covenant, which is 
an eat ment of peace. When this co- 
venant was eſtabliſhed in his counſel, righ- 
teouſneſs and peace embraced each other. 


| When his beloved Son was brought into the 


world to fulfil it, a celeſtial band ſang over 
the fields of Bethlehem, Fo Peace on earth, 
and good will toward men. When he 
gave his life a wann for many, accord- : 

- | ing 


* Eccl. x. 20. 
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ing to its tenour, peace was made by the | 


blood of his croſs. When he revealed it 
to the heathen, peace was preached to them 


that were far off, and to them that were 
nigh. And, when he perſuades and enables 
Gnners to take hold of it, they enter into 
peace, and delight themſelves i in the abun- 
dance of that peace which paſſeth all under- 


ſtanding. 


After ſnewing a peaceable and quiet life 


in ſociety to be according to the will of 


God, a few of its excellent advantages may 
be mentioned. In his letter to the cap- 


tives, Jeremiah reduces theſe into a promiſe 
of peace: * In the peace thereof ſhall ye 


© have peace. This promiſe was to them, 


and is to us, in doing the will of God, an 


aſſurance of the continuance of our peace 
with God; of the reign of peace in our own 
conſciences; of the poſſeſſion of peace E 
mong ourſelves; and of all thoſe advanta- 
ges which are found in the friendſhip of 
ſociety, 


/ 


1 
ſociety, and the favour of civil ſuperiots.— 
An aſſurance of the continuation of; our 
peace with God. Peace with God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our mediator and advocate, 1s 
a poſſeſſion of | immenſe value. With it, 
all that is precious in the mines of the earth, 
and the channels of the ſea, is unworthy to 
be compared. The man who poſſeſſes this 
0 jewel is rich, and, which many of the rich 
are not, happy; ſince he carries into every 
city or province an heaven in his boſom, 
or that peace which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing. Amidſt a multitude of tribulations 
that compaſſed him on every ſide, Paul was 
happy and chearful, knowing that it would 
never be taken from him. Being juſtified 
by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and not only ſo, but | 
we alſo joy in him through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom we have now received the 
atonement . An aſſurance of the reign of 
peace in our own conſciences. Within the 


breaſt 


* Rom. V. . ii. f 


„ 


breaſt of a Chriſtian, whoſe conſcience is at 


reſt in the blood of Jeſus, there is à calm, 
while the tempeſt roars furiouſly without. 
Whatever calamity falls upon houſes built on 
ſand, his, founded on a rock, is a peaceable 
habitation, a ſure dwelling, and a quiet reſt- 
ing place. If the four winds, as in the vi- 
ſion of Daniel, ſtrive on the great ſea, and 
the billows, rolling mountains high, beat 


his parlour, and, like a prince, reigns em- 
peror over himſelf, and enjoys peace of 


conſcience in the moſt terrific uproar a- 


mong the kingdoms of this world. An af- 
ſurance of the poſſeſſion of peace among 
ourſelves. Good men, though they ſhould 


never go out of their native country, nor 


move a mile from the place of their birth, 
are ftrangers and pilgrims, looking for a ci- 


ty, and ſeeking a country. In their unſet- i 


tled ſituation, peace among themſelves is of 
high importance. Their leader and com- 


mander enjoins it with authority: Have 


peace 


"+ hb 


EIN 


. 

+ peace one with another.” Their ſurety 
and teſtator diſpones it by teſtament. 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
£ unto you; not as the world giveth give 
* I unto you; Let not your heart be trou- 

© bled, neither let it be afraid. '—Again, An 
aſſurance of all thoſe advantages which are 
found i in the friendſhip of ſociety, and the 
favour of civil ſuperiors, - The good will 
of ſociety is a pleaſure, which ingenuous 
and upright men enjoy with ſatisfaction, 
and improve to their ſpiritual adyantage; 
To purchaſe it at the expence of a pure 
heart, a good conſcience, and faith unfeign- 
ed, is mean and wicked; but, when. it may 
be acquired without paying ſuch prices, an 
honeſt mind will enjoy in it a refined plea- 
ſure, and turn it to many advantages. Of 
what advantage was the friendſhip of Aſh- 
penaz to Daniel in Babylon? With that 
prince God brought him into favour and 
tender love. The generous courtier, know- 


ing the illuſtrious captive ſtood well affected 
1 "5 » 
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to the peace of the realm, carried it with 


( i j 


the greateſt | politeneſs and condeſcenſion 3 


while, on the other hand, the captive, like 
an Ifraelite in whom is no guile, turned the 


intereſt he had in the affections of his pa- 


tron to the advantage of his own principles 


and conſcience *.” A quiet and peaceable 
life, fpent in goodneſs and honeſty, is both 
good and acceptable in the ſight of God 7; 
our Saviour, and an expedient that he ap- 
proves, of recommending ourſelves to the 
eſteem and favour of civil ſuperior s. 


Wherefore, on both theſe conſiderations, 
I demand attention to an exhortation in ſe- 


veral particulars. 


1. In prayer for the peace and welfare of 
the country, offer thankſgiving to the Fa- 
ther of mercies, that, like the captives, you 
are not in a ſtrange land, and in ſervitude 
to a nation whoſe language you do not 


en. 


Daniel i. 8.—14. 


„„ 


4 21 
underſtand. Your harps are not, as their's 
were, hung upon the willows, nor are. the 
ſongs of your temples turned into howlings. 
Under a wiſe and lenient adminiſtration, 
which abhors perſecution, diſclaims oppreſ- 
fion, maintains liberty, protects property, 
executes judgment between man and man, 
and opens its ear to petitions and grievan- | 
ces, you fit at your own fire-ſide, dwell a- 5 
mong your own friends, do your own bu- 
ſineſs, eat the fruit of your own labour, and 
without moleſtation, ſerve the Lord accor- 
ding to his word. For theſe bleſſings, which 
are valuable and weighty in the ſcale of out- 
ward and national felicity; thankſgivings 
ſhould be offered with our prayers to God 
continually. Therefore I exhort, that firſt 
of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 
and giving. of thanks, be made for all 
men; for kings, and for all that are in au- 
thority, that we may live a quiet and peace- 
able life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. For 
7- #7 „ 


„„ 
this is . 10 acceptable | in the fight of 
God our Saviour *. 4 | 


2. Uſe not the liberty, which the law 
gives and protects, as an occaſion to the | 
fleſh, a cloak of maliciouſneſs, or a cover 
to baſe and illicit devices ; but uſe it as the 
fervants of God who are called to liberty. 
Liberty, defined and meaſured by good 
laws, is the only freedom that is a bleſ- 
fing to nations. Licentiouſneſs ſometimes 
aſſumes to itſelf this venerable name; but ; 
where it prevails, confuſion and every evil 
work reign. Subjection and obedience. to 
good laws, is true liberty. The fons of 
freedom are not a lawleſs and diſobedient 
race, who boaſt themſelves in doing every | 
one that which ſeemeth right in his own 
eyes; but children, who are the diſciples of 
- the law, and who glory in their being train- 

ed under the tuition and inſpection of this 


ri ,. 


60 
wiſe and benevolent guardian. Wherefore 
I exhort again, ſubmit yourſelves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; whe» 
ther it be to the king, as ſupreme; or unto 
gover” 07s, as unto them that are ſent by 
him for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do well. For ſo 
18 the will of God, that with well doing, 
ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men. As free, and not uſing your 
liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs ; but as 
the ſervants of God . 1 


3. Reckon not oppreſſive, the tribute- mo- 
ney, which the wiſdom of the law impo- 
ſes, and proportions to the exigencies and 
dignity of the ſtate. Rulers are miniſters 
of God, who ought to be ſupported in their 
miniſtry, by the people over whom he ſets 
them for good. For this cauſe, pay ye tri- 
bute alſo, for they are God's miniſters, at- 
. tending 


i . 13, 14, 18, 1 


. f 
tending continually upon this very thing v. 
To call the revenue, which the law impoſes 
and exacts, an oppreſſion, and to juſtify, 
from it, attempts to trouble the peace 
and order of ſociety, would lay our in- 


ward part open to imputations of greedi- 


neſs, a principle of enterpriſe which, though 

predominant 'in the world, is beneath the  - 

high and princely ſpirit of believers, who, 

according to their profeſſion, are crucified 

| to the world, and the world to them by 

| the croſs of Chriſt. The honour of giving 

reward to the deſerving, and bounty to the 7 
needy, is a jewel, which men of under- 

ſtanding and wiſdom, do not with to be ob- 
ſcured, nor torn from an imperial crown 
by the ſparing hand of a national parſimo- 
ny. Wherefore I exhort farther; render 


to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to 
| whom fear, honour to Whom honour f. 
Render 


"LT 

Render unto Ceſar the things which be 
Ceſar 5 and unto pe. the things which be 
God's“ 


4. Meddle not with them who are given 


to change. Should any imagine that this is 


an exhortation of my own deviſing, they 
would be miſtaken. - The miniſtry, which 
is committed to men, doth not invent and 
deviſe exhortations ; but explain and re- 
commend thoſe. which the wiſdom of God 
hath dictated. My ſon, ſaith the wiſdom 
of God by Solomon, fear thou the Lord 


and the King; and meddle not with them 
that are given to change. By them that 


are given to change, we underſtand meu of 
unſettled and confuſed heads reſpecting civil 


authority, who call reformation every thing 


in oppoſition to good and eſtabliſhed order, 
and who, not content to walk in the beaten 
path of ſubjection to rulers, fly off and a- 
muſe and trouble communities with viſion- 


* 


F Luke xx. 2 5 


(+) 
ary and lofty theories of innovation. Meds 
dling with them, the evil into which the 
ſimple and un vary may be ſeduced, and as 
gainſt which all need to be warned, is coun- 
ſeling, adviſing, approving, commending 
them, and any way furthering their fanci- 
ful and daring ſpeculations. Wherefore 
ſuffer yourſelves to be reminded, that ſubs 
jection to civil authority, commanding 
things juſt and equal, is a principle, which 
the ſeceſſion, in its infancy, received and de- 
fended ; and, after it has grown into years, 
we with ſeceders to hold faſt to the end this 
ſame principle; and to reject the fanatical 
and levelling theories of preſumptuoys and 
fooliſh men. Put chem in mind to be ſub- 
ject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work, | 
to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, 
but gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs to all 
men *. n 
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5. Obſerve 
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5. Obſerve the works of the Lord in the 
| ſhaking of the nations. Commotions among 
the nations, which, in the bold and figura- 


tive ſtyle of prophecy, are earthquakes, may 


be expected before eſtabliſhments of error 
and iniquity be melted down and diflolved. 
At their fall, the earth is repreſented reel- 
ing, the ſea roaring, the iſlands moving out 
of their places, and the ſtars falling from. 
heaven. But ſhould we ſee armies routed, 
and nations tofſed like a rolling thing be- 
fore the whirlwind ; ſhould we ſee thrones | 
| caſt down, and thrones profaned ; ſhould we 
ſee the loins of kings looſed, and kingdoms 
broken as foam upon the water ; ſhould we 
fee the heart of princes moving as the trees 
of the wood are moved with the wind, and 
terror and confuſion fitting on every threſ- 
hold, let us obſerve and declare the works 
the Lord, and TO conſider of his do- 
name a Shit of the Lacd in Lads FT ROS 
lations, will conſider, and go to the oracle, 
| the 
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the ſanctuary, and the throne, many days, 
before they allow themſelves to wiſh, that 

the enterpriſes of a nation in profaning a 
crown devoted to the papacy, and breaking 

down a throne that was 4 pillar of the ſee. 

of Rome, were attempted by 4 proteſtant 
nation, under a proteſtant government, up- 
holding the profeſſion of proteſtant princi- 
ples. The wine of the wrath of fornication, 
drunk with the blood of ſaints, throws at 
length communities, which have intoxicat- 
ed themſelves with it, into madneſs and fury. 
And, from prophecy, it appears to be the 


juſtice and policy of heaven, to employ in 
the execution of the ſorcereſs nations, who 


have drunk with her, and by their madneſs 
and violence to make her deſolate and nak- 
ed, to eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire *. 
But, is a vindictive diſpenſation in one of 


the ſtreets of that great city, which, for al- 


moſt twelve hundred and ſixty years, has 


aſſumed the ſupremacy of the King of | 


* Rev. xvii. 16. 
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Kings, a copy after which we ought to 
write, or an example that we ſhould endea- 
your to follow ; or a precedent of enter- 
prize that we ſhould attempt to introduce 
among ourſelves? Rather as if ſeven thun- 
ders were uttering their voices; is not every 
mountain and hill reverberating in proteſ- 
tant ears: Behold I come as a thief. Bleſ- 
ſed is he that watcheth and keepeth his gar- 
ments, leſt he walk naked and they ſee his 
ſhame 
I ſpeak- not to your ſhame, neither do 1. 
ſtand in doubt of you: But 1 exhort you 
to withſtand the good words and fair ſpeech- 
es of revilers of dignities, and deſpiſers of 
dominion. Though I might be bold in the 
miniſtry to enjoin it for love's ſake, I rather 
beſeech you to hold faſt unto the end the 
faith of proteſtants, and the teſtimony of 


ſeceders; to keep no fellowſhip with the 
ſons of uproar, and lovers of violence; to 
e ſubmit 
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ſubmit yourſelves to civil authority in the 


fear of God]; to leave political inveſtigation 


and diſcuſſion to politicians; to lead a 
peaceable and quiet life in all godlineſs and 


honeſty, and 'with well-doing to put to fi- 
lence the ignorance of fooliſh and unrea- 
ſonable men, who, becauſe they ſee vou 
with a teſtimony againſt evil-doings in the 
church, haſtily ſuſpect you of evil devices 
againſt the e and r of the 


ſtate. 


Finally, join yourſelves to the Prince of 
Peace, who is King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, and who, with the reins of the uni- 


verſe in his hand, ſitteth in the throne of 


judging right. Reſt on him as your ſalva- 
tion, and follow him in obedience as your 
example. In faith and obedience ye ſhall 
have peace. Study to be quiet; quiet in 
your own houſes, and quiet in houſes which 


_ employ yeu in their ſervice. Work out 


your ſalvation with fear and trembling. - Do 
| your 


your own buſineſs, work with your own 
hands. Plow, ſow, reap, gather into barns. DS. 
Buy, ſell, make money, and all of the world — 
that can honeſtly be made. But ſeek firſt 
the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs. 
Lay up treaſure in heaven. Set your affec- 
tions on things above. Be wiſe unto that 

which is good, and ſimple concerning evil. 
And the Lord of peace himſelf give you 
peace always by all means. Amen. 
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